Dear Colleagues, 
Comrades,

I am deeply honored to extend my greetings to the 20th International Congress of the International Federation of Teacher’s Union FISE. I would like to express my gratitude to everyone who contributed to the preparation of this meeting and especially to our colleagues from the National Federation of Education (FNE Morocco).
The deepening and generalization of the crisis within the capitalist system are the fundamental factors determinate the evolution in the modern world. In its struggle for survival, capitalism increasingly employs autarchic methods and becomes progressively more aggressive. The ongoing militarization, the deeper alignment with the U.S. and NATO, and the surging expenditures on weapons and military assets are now official policies of the European Union as well.
We live in an era of profound challenges for both workers and societies. Global Peace is constantly threatened by geopolitical power struggles and imperialist interventions. The Cypriot people, because of these policies, remain violently divided more 5han50 years due to invasion and foreign military presence.
To us, the founding principles of the WFTU — peace, solidarity, and internationalism — are not just slogans but lived experiences. For many years, we have felt this solidarity and support in our fight for freedom from occupation and the reunification of our homeland and people.
As the Progressive Movement of Teachers and Kindergarten Educators, PROODEFTIKI, we are members of the Greek Cypriot educators’ union, POED, which unfortunately is not a member of FISE. We represent approximately 25% of Cypriot Teachers and work daily for further democratization of our union's statutes. Our vision for POED is to establish a more assertive union, driven by clear objectives, well-defined strategies, and concrete plans to meet the demands and needs of educators. A union that not only safeguards our achievements but actively engages with society’s concerns, responds to its evolving needs, stands in solidarity with broader struggles, and takes a firm stance on critical social issues.
At the same time, we have close collaboration with the unions of our Turkish Cypriot compatriots, KTOS and KTOEOS, to build a better future for our homeland. Unfortunately, their representative could not join us due to the tense situation in Turkey.
Proodeftiki fights for improved working conditions and the continuous advancement of education quality, while actively engaging multifaceted social activities for the benefit of both our members and society in general. We aspire to establish a joyful, democratic, and inclusive school environment that welcomes all children, eliminating barriers of exclusion and inequality. Additionally, we advocate for an education system designed to foster critical literacy and empower students as informed, thoughtful individuals.
Proodeftiki actively participates in social movements, stands at the forefront of our people’s anti-occupation struggle, and remains dedicated to the effort of reunifying our homeland. We are present in every anti-war action, in the struggles against all forms of racism and discrimination, in the fight to promote gender equality and eliminate violence against women. We are present in the fight against homophobia and sexism, and we aim for a society of equality and fairness that safeguards the human rights of all. We fight for a world where citizens can think and express themselves freely, without censorship. We actively fight corruption and nepotism, striving to uphold transparency, fairness, and integrity in all areas of society.
Our actions and perspectives align with the goals and struggles of FISE. That is why we deemed our presence here important — to align with you and strengthen our own struggles. We oppose policies that aim to reduce public education funding, decrease educators’ and workers’ salaries, violate educators' acquired rights, and alter their established employment conditions.
Proodeftiki is here to provide support to the operations and actions of FISE and WFTU to the extent of its capabilities. In doing so, we become a part of the great chain of the struggle for a world of solidarity and equality, free of war, misery, and exploitation.
