


The World Federation of Teachers Unions (FISE) and the WFTU host-
ed the International Conference on Education titled “The role of teach-
ers today, today’s school, public education, democracy in education” 
with great success at the European Parliament in Brussels, Belgium, 
this October 28th-29th. The enthusiasm for the new course of FISE 
was evident, as the final declaration was voted unanimously after a 
deep and serious debate and gave a new dynamic to this TUI.  The 
FISE Conference was presided by the leadership of this WFTU TUI, 
General Secretary Orlando Perez (Venezuela) and President Hassan 
Ismail (Lebanon), elected by  the FISE Congress that was held in Ca-
racas Venezuela in September 2012. The Conference counts with the 
presence of trade unionists from 16 countries from all over the world. 
The participants debated on the role of teachers and education work-
ers today and on initiatives that will help coordinate the struggle of 
education workers all over the world.  Activities in all continents will be 
soon announced by the FISE.

WORLD FEDERATION OF TECHERS UNIONS

1



1.	 Solidarity with the 5 Cuban patriots
The 5 Cuban patriots, who were arrested in America trying to prevent provocations 
and attacks of the imperialists against their homeland, are still in U.S. prisons for 
years now. 
Cuba has received hundreds of evident and hidden attacks and is experiencing bad 
consequences from the embargo imposed by the American government, because of 
the will of the Cuban people to live freely in their country and become the masters of 
the wealth they produce. 
The continued detention of the 5 Cuban patriots is totally connected with the hostile 
policy of the USA against the Cuban people, and with the effort to terrorize those 
who decide to oppose the plans of all the imperialists. 
The teachers of the FISE trade unions strengthen our solidarity with Cuba. We de-
cide: 
•	 To take initiatives and participate in the campaigns for the release of the Cu-
ban patriots.
•	 To give this resolution to the embassies of Cuba located in every country.
•	 To call upon other teachers’ trade unions and other teachers individually to 
propagate the campaign for their release.

The FISE Presidium 

2.	 For the trade union freedoms
We denounce the governments of the countries which launch attacks on workers 
who struggle. They try to prevent the organization of workers in the trade unions 
through terrorist mechanisms; they prohibit the trade union freedoms or murder 
every pioneer militant who opposes their plans. 
The teachers’ trade unions which agree with the FISE new course are opposed to 
every effort of the imperialist forces and the capitalist governments to silence the 
militant voice of the working class, the militant course of the teachers’ trade unions.
We call the fellow militants of all the class-oriented trade unions to strengthen their 
solidarity with the trade unionists who are persecuted, in cooperation with the FISE 
and the WFTU. We call them to take initiatives to support the children of the mur-
dered trade unionists in Colombia. They must vigorously defend the trade union 
freedoms. They must teach in the schools and universities that everything is won 
through struggles against the system that steals our right to live, to demand, to 
struggle, against the system of exploitation of man by man. 

The FISE Presidium

In the two-day conference organized by the FISE and WFTU on October 28-29, 
in Brussels the following resolutions were approved: 
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The attack against teachers, students and 
education in general is inextricably linked 
with the attack against the working class 
and the popular strata all over the world. 
In order to overcome the consequences 
of the capitalist crisis , a crisis which is 
bred by the capitalist system itself, capital 
is intensifying its assault, abolishing rights 
and gains, closing schools, dismissing 
teachers, reducing salaries, increasing in-
timidation and investing huge funds in the 
propaganda concerning the new school 
that serves the needs of the market and 
the monopolies. 
The teachers must fulfill their role 
and meet the challenges as teach-
ers and scientists. 
They should teach the lesson of 
historical and scientific truth, the 
lesson of the just cause of the peo-
ple’s, of the poor and the oppressed. 
The teachers have to disobey even 
if they have these anti-scientific and 
unacceptable books. They should 
not teach these lies that imperialism 
plans to inculcate in the innocent 
minds of schools students. 
Anticommunicm is medievalism and the 
teachers should not become “cardinals” 
of the inquisition. They should resist by 
all means to the effort of the EU and the 
capitalist organizations to equate Nazism 
with communism. They should struggle 
on a daily basis for the defeat of the phe-
nomena of racism, xenophobia and the 
development of fascist ideology. 
The teachers are responsible for what 
the students are taught and they should 
search for the scientific truth and resist the 
anti-scientific and reactionary guidelines 
of the school books which are based on 

the policy of the imperialists. The teach-
ers have the duty not to reproduce the 
anti-people propaganda but contribute to 
the formation of consciousness that resist 
and do not submit. The target of the cam-
paign for the subjugation of education in 
general and the consciousness in particu-
lar to the interests of the monopolies is 
the people’s movement, the working peo-
ple, and their interests, their children. 
In this effort it is necessary to assist and 
support all the well-intentioned teachers , 
all the honest educators , all the militant 
teachers who want to fight for scientific 

and historical truth. At the same time, we 
should fight decisively against all those 
who struggle against those who fabricate, 
those who slander, all the experts in the 
propaganda of the system that breed the 
system of exploitation of man by man.
It is necessary to organise the counterat-
tack on the basis of the educational con-
tent of the school and the contemporary 
educational needs in terms of ideology, in 
terms of movement and on the basis of 
the position of the teachers and the edu-
cation, for a way out and the prospect of 
the liberation of the working class from 

The conference which was organised by FISE and the WFTU 
in Brussels on 28-29 October on the subject “the role of the 

teachers in today’s school” decided the following:
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the chains of the capitalist exploitation. 
Today the bourgeois schools all over the 
world claim that they want to create peo-
ple with a comprehensive education. We 
know that this is an outright lie because 
our society is based on the division of the 
people in classes, those who exploit and 
those who are being oppressed. 
The knowledge of history provides 

strength in the struggle to change the 
world.  Historical materialism, the philoso-
phy of Marxism concerning social devel-
opment explains the world in a scientific 
way and provides the confidence that this 
world can change and will change. 
The teachers of the trade unions who 
are members of FISE, the teachers who 
agree with the line of FISE have the duty 
to reinforce in the consciousness of the 
young people that the cause of the work-
ing class is just and that it has the power 
to realize it. 
FISE will take initiatives in 2014 so as to 
reinforce the internationalist character of 
its affiliates, so as to improve the joint ac-
tion with the class-oriented unions and 
develop relations of practical solidarity 
with unions and peoples who fight in a 
class oriented direction.

For 2014

•	 Our goal is to organize a seminar in 
each continent on the general problems 
that concern the teachers, the parents, 
the students. 
•	 To organize meetings in each con-
tinent in order to realize the decisions of 
the Presidium. 

In addition it was decided:

•	To initiate a campaign against the 
commercialization of education and 
the downgrading of the public and 
free education. The title of the cam-
paign shall be “the education is not a 
commodity, it a social good”.
•	To attempt to organise a meeting in 
the Arab countries.
•	To organize a preparatory meeting 
in Caracas, Venezuela on 3rd Febru-
ary for the event that will take place in 
September 2014 concerning the de-
colonization of the education and the 

national liberation of the peoples with the 
participation of teachers from Venezuela, 
Mexico, Honduras, Chile, Argentina, Bra-
zil, Bolivia. 
•	 To start a two-month campaign in 
February-March 2014 that will address 
all the unions in order to collect pencils, 
maps, etc for schools that need them e.g. 
in Uganda and Palestine.
•	 On 9th May, the day of the antifas-
cist victory to develop actions, to take ini-
tiatives against fascism, against the fas-
cist Nazi activity that develops in each 
country addressing teachers and above 
all school students and students. 
•	  To organize an event for the prob-
lems that teachers and students face in 
Palestine due to the Israeli occupation on 
28/6/2014.
•	 On 10-12/9/2014 to organize in Ca-
racas Venezuela an event with 700 trade 
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unionists from the teachers’ movement 
with the subject “on the decolonization of 
the education and the national liberation 
of the peoples” and submit a proposal for 
an education that will resist the capitalist 
system. 
•	 To participate in the world day of the 
WFTU on 3 October
•	 To take initiatives for protests in em-
bassies e.g. in Chile, Mexico etc on 5th 
October, the Teachers’ World Day.
•	 To participate in the meeting of the 
International Labour Office. To take meas-
ures for the representation of the FISE in 
UNESCO and the International Labour 
Office .
•	 To take initiatives for the days de-
termined by UNESCO and the other inter-
national institutions as days dedicated to 
the people with special needs, against the 
violence in schools, eradication poverty, 
against racism etc.

WE STRENGTHEN THE CLASS 
SOLIDARITY
WE STRENGTHEN FISE
WE STRENGTHEN THE  WFTU
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